
Copyright Patent 
Protects expression 
not ideas 

Protects ideas that 
have been reduced in 
practice 

Life of author + 70 
years 

20 years from filling 

Fair Use No Fair Use 
No Research 
Exemption 

Works for hire Employee/Inventor 
owns 

Protects against 
copying 

Innocent infringement 
not a defense 

Protection is automatic 
(registration is 
relatively simple)  

Extensive examination 
process before any 
rights granted 

Originality (low bars)  Novelty and 
Nonobvious (high bars)  

 


